
-- German Breast Group (GBG) Retrospective 
Analysis Shows Continued Value of Radiotherapy in 
Breast Cancer Patients despite Advances in 
Chemotherapy —  

--Findings presented at ASCO 2015-- 

Chicago, Illinois, USA & NEU-ISENBURG, Germany & FRANKFURT, Germany-- The German Breast 
Group (GBG) says a retrospective analysis demonstrates the continued benefit of radiation 
therapy (RT) in achieving higher 5-year local control rates in breast cancer patients treated with 
neoadjuvant therapy and breast-conserving surgery or mastectomy. The findings show that 
patients managed without radiotherapy have a significantly worse outcome even if they 
achieved a pathological complete response (pCR) after neoadjuvant chemotherapy.  The study 
was presented at the 2015 annual meeting of the American Society of Clinical Oncology (ASCO).  

“This is an important finding given current challenges to the use of radiotherapy in light of 
improved outcomes with advanced systemic therapy,” said Dr. David Krug, radiation oncologist 
with the University Hospital Heidelberg and lead study author. “These findings suggest it is too 
soon to stop the use of radiotherapy after mastectomy based on response to neoadjuvant 
chemotherapy.  Currently, several prospective trials are being conducted to further analyze the 
role of radiotherapy, and to identify subgroups in which radiotherapy can be safely avoided.” 

The analysis showed radiotherapy was associated with a 38% reduction of cancer recurrence in 
the breast, chest wall or lymph nodes for the total patient group, and a 44% reduction in the 
patients after mastectomy. The analysis was based on review of more than 3-thousand patients 
from the GBG’s GeparTrio, GeparQuattro and GeparQuinto trials of neoadjuvant 
chemotherapy. 

ABOUT THE GERMAN BREAST GROUP 

GBG is a large independent academic network of over 500 study centers in Germany with the 
world-wide largest experience in conducting neoadjuvant breast cancer trials. Since 1998, with 
joined forces from AGO-B, over 10.000 patients participated in the neoadjuvant “Gepardo” trial 
series. GBG has recruited at totality of over 35.000 patients to trials in breast cancer of all 
indications. Reports on these trials were previously published in the New England Journal of 
Medicine, The Lancet Oncology, the Journal of Clinical Oncology and the Journal of the National 
Cancer Institute (for more information go to www.germanbreastgroup.de).  
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